
•  Engaging sidebars highlight important people, places, and events
• Timeline illustrates major events in the subject’s life
•  Glossary explains di�  cult terms in a way that makes them easy 

to understand
• Eye-catching images give readers an up-close look at the Pope
•  Digital content for further learning on this subject available at 

www.factsfornow.scholastic.com

Electing a Pope 
When a pope dies or resigns, the Sacred College of 
Cardinals gathers at the Vatican. The college is made 
up of 120 cardinals under the age of 80. Members 
have a conclave, or private meeting, to choose the next 
pope. That pope is always a member of the college. The cardinals discuss possible 

new popes and cast a ballot. A 
person needs two-thirds of the 
vote plus one vote to be pope. 
If no one succeeds in the first 
ballot, the cardinals discuss 
further. A new ballot is cast each 
morning and afternoon. After 
three days, the cardinals take a 
day off for rest and prayer. If no 
one is selected after 30 ballots, 
a simple majority determines 
the new pope. The process can 
last hours or days. 

The Big Truth!

Th di l di ibl

After a mass, the 
election takes place 
in the Vatican’s most 
holy place of worship, 
the Sistine Chapel. No 
outsiders are allowed in. 
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After each ballot is cast, it 
is burned. People outside 
see the smoke and can tell 
by its color if a new pope 
has been chosen. The 
ballots are treated with 
chemicals. If there is no 
decision, the ballot 
produces black smoke. 
When a pope is selected, 
the smoke is white. 
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Grades 3–5 • Ages 8–10 • 48 pp. 

Grades 1–2 • Ages 6–7 • 32 pp. 

•  A You Can... feature at the end of each book that tells the reader 
how he or she can emulate the subject

•  Fast facts o� ering interesting, sometimes little-known facts about 
the subject

•  A map with key indicating where the subject was born and other 
signifi cant areas helps children develop early map reading skills

•  A timeline that recaps important moments in the subject’s life
•  Digital content for further learning on this subject available at 

www.factsfornow.scholastic.com
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“This biography details the complexities of his youth and his 
fresh approach to the papacy.” —Booklist (on A True Book: Pope Francis)
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